COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Parliamentary Assembly
ssemblée parlementaire

P

== CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Doc. 11545
27 March 2008

Towards a new social vision for 21st century Europe — Report
of the High Level Task Force on Social Cohesion

Motion for a resolution’
tabled by Ms Maria de Belém ROSEIRA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Assembly welcomes the report of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion. It assesses the current
situation and sets forth a series of ideas for policy reforms. It offers guidance for policy changes in the field of
social cohesion at national and international levels, and its aim is also to prioritise certain actions, especially
for the Council of Europe.

Social cohesion is at the core of the European project. High levels of cohesion are a distinctive mark of
European societies and are essential to the fulfillment of the citizens’ needs and aspirations by ensuring the
effectiveness of full citizenship and equal opportunities for all.

The complexity of poverty and exclusion situations call for integrated strategies with the double aim of
protection and empowerment. The distinctive Council of Europe approach to social cohesion is indeed to treat
access to rights for all as an essential reference for a cohesive society.

In nearly all areas of reform, the revised European Social Charter contains provisions which most of the
member states accept. Yet the public and the political decision makers are both insufficiently aware of its
content. The rights it enshrines must be publicised more widely, and used in the process of creating a social
Europe. As it is also stated in the recommendations of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion: ‘it is
necessary to add more value to the work of the Council of Europe on social cohesion which tends to remain
too confidential, known only by a relatively small group of civil servants and specialists”.

In order to disseminate the recommendations of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion among
parliamentarians as widely as possible, these should be considered and discussed by the Parliamentary
Assembly.

Signed (see overleaf)

1. Referred to the Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee, for report: Reference No. 3437 (see 18th Sitting,
18 April 2008).
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Signed?:

ROSEIRA Maria de Belém, Portugal, SOC
BONDARENKO Olena, Ukraine, EPP/CD
CLIVETI Minodora, Romania
FERNANDEZ-CAPEL BANOS Blanca, Spain, EPP/CD
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HERASYM'YUK Olha, Ukraine, EPP/CD
LECOQ Jean-Paul, France

MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE

MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MONFILS Philippe, Belgium

MURI Felix, Switzerland, ALDE

OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
RODRIGUES Ricardo, Portugal

ZGAJNER TAVS Barbara, Slovenia

2. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



