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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Currently, 1.1 billion people do not have access to drinking water and the figure could reach 3 billion in less
than twenty years, even though water makes up 71% of the surface of the globe.

This is the result of a range of factors such as population growth, poor management of resources and also
climate change, which compounds the problem, especially in the Mediterranean Basin, forcing people to move
to places where water is accessible and, in the long term, creating tension between countries which share the
same resources.

Moreover, the problems resulting from the sharing and use of water for the purposes of irrigation, tourism and
ordinary consumption are set to become increasingly acute.

As a result, the Mediterranean Basin is likely to be one of the regions of the world most seriously affected by
climate change and it is therefore particularly necessary to promote water management policies there.

At the Warsaw Summit in 2005, the heads of state and government expressed their commitment to achieving
the environmental Millennium Development Goals, in particular, everyone’s entitlement to live in a balanced,
healthy environment, and to supporting integrated environmental policies in a “sustainable development
perspective”.

In this connection, the human right to water is essential and access to water must therefore be recognised as
a universal human right.

With a view to the World Expo to be held in Saragossa (Spain) from June to September 2008 on the theme of
water and sustainable development and the 5th World Water Forum due to be held in March 2009, the
Assembly has a duty to play an active part in fostering commitment here by parliamentarians and local and
regional authorities in the member states and encouraging non-member states in the Mediterranean Basin to
take measures aimed at a joint, integrated approach to water management.

Signed (see overleaf)

1. Referred to the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and Local and Regional Affairs, for report: Reference No.
3448 (Standing Committee, 29 May 2008).
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Signed?:

MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
ACIKGOZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG

BERARDI Fabio, San Marino

DORIC Milienko, Croatia, ALDE

EKES Joézsef, Hungary

ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
FARKAS Ivan, Slovak Republic

GARCIA PASTOR Eva, Andorra

HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC

ILASCU llie, Romania

JAZL OWIECKA Danuta, Poland
MAISSEN Theo, Switzerland
MARMAZOV Yevhen, Ukraine, UEL
MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC
SARIKAS Fidias, Cyprus, SOC

VIS Rudi, United Kingdom

ZELENSKIY Yury, Russian Federation, EDG

2. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



