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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Traditionally, diplomacy falls within the exclusive remit of governments. While members of parliament
occasionally debated foreign policy issues, they lacked opportunities for personal involvement.

This is no longer the case. Parliamentarians increasingly participate in international fora, ranging from
interparliamentary groups to networks of parliamentarians specialising in specific topics, from associations of
parliaments such as the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) to international assemblies such as ours.
Parliamentarians also increasingly conduct fact-finding missions abroad, or take part in diplomatic missions,
and are appointed to high-profile mediation roles in conflict or post-conflict situations. In addition, through
international federations, they maintain contacts with politicians from sister parties in other countries.

The European Conference of Presidents of Parliaments held in Tallinn (Estonia) in May 2006 emphasised the
growing importance of parliamentary diplomacy and highlighted that, despite a certain lack of continuity that
parliamentarians can ensure for these activities and of co-ordination and exchange of information amongst
different bodies, parliamentary diplomacy can be very effective, as parliamentarians have the freedom to
make tougher demands than governments’ representatives. In addition, they can bring foreign affairs issues
closer to the public at large and translate their experience abroad into better-informed decisions at national
level.

Taking stock of the experience gained by its members in this field, the Assembly should make
recommendations on how to enhance the involvement of parliamentarians in foreign affairs and promote
parliamentary diplomacy as a complement to traditional diplomacy.

Signed (see overleaf)

1. Referred to the Political Affairs Committee, for report: Reference No. 3455 (19th Sitting, 23 June 2008).
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Signed?:

MOTA AMARAL Joao Bosco, Portugal, EPP/CD
ARNAUT José Luis, Portugal
BENAKI-PSAROUDA Anna, Greece

BRANDE Luc, Van den, Belgium, EPP/CD
CORREIA Telmo, Portugal, EDG

COSIDO GUTIERREZ Ignacio, Spain

GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC

HAIBACH Holger, Germany

HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
KOSACHEYV Konstantin, Russian Federation, EDG
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

LINDEN René, van der, Netherlands

MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
RUSSELL-JOHNSTON David, United Kingdom
SLUTSKY Leonid, Russian Federation, SOC
SYDOW Bjérn, von, Sweden, SOC
TEKELIOGLU Mehmet, Turkey, EPP/CD

2. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



