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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

On 17 February 2008, the Kosovo Assembly declared the independence of Kosovo. In the following days,
while Serbia, supported by other countries, announced that it considered this declaration null and void, a
number of states recognised Kosovo as a sovereign and independent state. Amongst them were all the
members of the Contact Group (France, Germany, ltaly, the United Kingdom and the United States) with the
exception of the Russian Federation. Other states announced that they would not recognise the effects of the
unilateral declaration of independence. As of 23 June 2008, 29 Council of Europe member states out of 47
have recognised Kosovo as a sovereign and independent state.

The declaration of independence represents a momentous political challenge for Europe. The fact that many
observers had predicted it as a possible scenario does not diminish the uncertainty and the volatility of the
current situation.

The months to come are key to evaluate the impact of the declaration of independence, in Kosovo and the
region, and to appreciate whether, especially after the entry into force of the constitution and the restructuring
of the international presence, there are authorities in Kosovo capable of ensuring good governance, the
respect of the rule of law and human rights for the benefit of all the people in Kosovo. The Parliamentary
Assembly should, therefore, follow the situation in Kosovo to assess these developments and make
appropriate  recommendations, with special attention to be given to the peaceful coexistence and
reconciliation of all communities in Kosovo, the protection of the rights of communities, the presence of
functioning democratic institutions at all levels and their capability to operate and ensure good governance.

At the same time, the Assembly should reassess the priorities of the Council of Europe as regards its activities
in Kosovo. Most importantly, it should clearly affirm that the split between those Council of Europe member
states who recognise Kosovo as a state and those who do not should not hamper the continuation of the
Council of Europe’s work in Kosovo in the areas listed in Recommendation 1822 (2008), which the Assembly
adopted in January 2008, as this would run counter to the interests of the people in Kosovo.

Signed (see overleaf)

1. Referred to the Political Affairs Committee, for report, and the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, for
opinion: Reference No. 3482 (29th Sitting, 29 September 2008).
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SYDOW Bj6rn, von, Sweden, SOC

BARNETT Doris, Germany, SOC

BRANDE Luc, Van den, Belgium, EPP/CD
ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL

EORSI Matyas, Hungary, ALDE

FOSS Per-Kristian, Norway

GJUL Gunn Karin, Norway

GOERENS Charles, Luxembourg, ALDE
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC

HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD

HORSTER Joachim, Germany, EPP/CD
HURSKAINEN Sinikka, Finland, SOC

KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

MOTA AMARAL Joao Bosco, Portugal, EPP/CD
OJULAND Kristiina, Estonia
RUSSELL-JOHNSTON David, United Kingdom
TOMLINSON John E., United Kingdom, SOC
WODARG Wolfgang, Germany

2. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



