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Piracy – a crime and a challenge for democracies

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Mr Wolfgang WODARG and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

After a lapse of several hundred years, piracy on the international seas has once again become a pressing 
international problem.

Tens of thousands of ships are being threatened by “marine terrorists” every year. In 2008 alone, the losses 
totalled around 20 billion dollars.

A new and booming market is opening up here for private military and security firms (PMSFs).

Ship-owners, transport companies and insurance companies are increasingly turning to these firms for the 
supply of armed services. The use of such firms raises a wide range of questions. Many economic, legal and, 
not least, human rights issues are tied up with using PMSFs to combat piracy.

The practice has already claimed a good number of victims. Civilians (eg fishermen) have, for instance, often 
been killed because they were falsely suspected of being pirates.

Even more so than is the case with the activity of PMSFs on dry land, their activity on the high seas is neither 
transparent nor subject to any controls whatsoever.

The undermining of international legal standards is the order of the day. Arbitrary measures are holding sway 
in areas where legal certainty should be guaranteed.

The Council of Europe should draw up recommendations to make it easier to use constitutional methods to 
combat piracy as a criminal offence. In particular, the action of PMSFs in this area must be lawful and must be 
governed by internationally binding regulations.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

WODARG Wolfgang, Germany
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
BARNETT Doris, Germany, SOC
BÉTEILLE Laurent, France, EPP/CD
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway
ČURDOVÁ Anna, Czech Republic
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
EÖRSI Mátyás, Hungary, ALDE
GREENWAY John, United Kingdom
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HÖFER Gerd, Germany
ISLAMI Kastriot, Albania, SOC
JOHN-CALAME Francine, Switzerland, SOC
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
STUMP Doris, Switzerland, SOC
SYDOW Björn, von, Sweden, SOC
SZABÓ Zoltán, Hungary
TOMLINSON John E., United Kingdom, SOC
ZISSI Rodoula, Greece

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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