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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Some 17 million hectares of forests disappear every year and it is currently estimated that 80% of forests
have been felled worldwide.

The Assembly points out that forest habitats and biodiversity are vital elements of a properly functioning
biosphere. Forests play a crucial part in stabilising the global climate, by absorbing carbon from the
atmosphere and helping to reduce CO2 levels.

Forests are also particularly important in stemming the process of desertification. They prevent soil erosion
and help to regulate water regimes and local weather phenomena.

Climate change is a major threat to the long-term sustainability of forests. It has an impact on forest
productivity and puts greater stress on water resources, while intensifying desertification processes and
heightening the risks of storms and fires. The forest fires, floods, droughts and storms which have begun
having a serious impact on our continent provide clear evidence of the human and material consequences
climate change can have on the environment.

Healthy, sustainably managed forests are valuable tools for mitigating and combating climate change.
Forests are key renewable resources in terms of energy and raw materials.

Deforestation is a major international challenge, inter alia, because of its impact on climate change, as
recognised at the Bali Conference for the post-Kyoto period.

Forests can be used as sources of biomass and also as sustainable sources of second-generation biofuels.
Such use must not, however, jeopardise their multifunctional nature or undermine their ecological stability.

The Assembly therefore urges Council of Europe member and non-member states to analyse the situation of
forests and take the necessary measures to make sure that they are used sustainably and their
multifunctional role is preserved in the long term.

Signed (see overleaf)

1. Referred to the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and Local and Regional Affairs, to take it into account in
the preparation of the report on the challenges posed by climate change (Doc. 11581, Reference No. 3447): Reference
No. 3471 (27th Sitting, 27 June 2008).
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Signed?:

JAKAVONIS Gediminas, Lithuania
DEITTERT Hubert, Germany
DUCARME Daniel, Belgium
DUDZINSKI Tomasz, Poland, EDG
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
EVANS Nigel, United Kingdom
GARCIA PASTOR Eva, Andorra
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC
KELEMEN Attila Béla-Ladislau, Romania, EPP/CD
KORKEAOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE
MARMAZOV Yevhen, Ukraine, UEL
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MIRONESCU Laurentiu, Romania
NESSA Pasquale, Italy, EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
POPESCU lIvan, Ukraine, SOC

VIS Rudi, United Kingdom
ZBONIKOWSKI tukasz, Poland

2. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



