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Raising awareness in national parliaments and governments of
the Council of Europe’s vital mission and need for sufficient
resources

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Sir Alan MEALE and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

It is one of Europe’s current paradoxes that — at a time when the financial economic crisis poses a serious
threat to the continent’'s democratic and social order — the Council of Europe, which was set up to defend
democracy, human rights and the rule of law and the values underlying that order, should now experience a
de facto reduction of its resources, and this after a year of zero growth.

This regrettable situation is due not in the first place to lack of financial resources per se of the 47 members
states of the Council of Europe, but rather to an insufficient awareness on the part of national governments
and legislatures of the importance of the Council of Europe for the democratic future of the continent, raising
the question of how increased awareness can be promoted.

One practical and easy way would be for each national parliament to commit to holding — in each of its
component chambers in the case of bicameral parliaments — an annual debate on the activities and
achievements of the Council of Europe during the year in question, and this in good time before that
parliament decides on the Council of Europe’s budget for the following year. The participation in the debate by
the Minister for Foreign Affairs should be ensured, so that he or she feels politically and budgetarily committed
to the Organisation.

To help galvanise such activities in the Council’s member states, the leader of each national delegation shall
provide annually to the bureau a report of their Parliamentary activities as outlined above.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Doc. 11967 Motion for a resolution
Signed’:

MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
ACIKGOZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG

BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
CORTAJARENA ITURRIOZ Elvira, Spain
COSTELLO Joseph, Ireland, SOC
CURTIS-THOMAS Claire, United Kingdom
DAUBLER-GMELIN Herta, Germany
DORIC Miljenko, Croatia, ALDE
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
FLEGO Gvozden Srecko, Croatia, SOC
HENDERSON Doug, United Kingdom
IWINSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
JONSSON Birkir Jon, Iceland, ALDE
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KORKEAOQOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE

KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

LAMBERT Geert, Belgium

LONCLE Francois, France, SOC
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MARTINS Maximiano, Portugal

MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PRESCOTT John, United Kingdom, SOC
RODRIGUES Ricardo, Portugal
ROUQUET René, France

STOLFI Fiorenzo, San Marino, SOC
TOMLINSON John E., United Kingdom, SOC
VIS Rudi, United Kingdom

WAALKENS Harm Evert, Netherlands

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



