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The milk crisis and its impact on farming

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Christine MARIN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

For some years now, the price of milk has been fluctuating enormously. Between 2008 and 2009, it fell by
some 50% and this has had a serious impact on the economies and the rural development of Council of
Europe member and non-member states. The disparities between different states of the European Union
created by the quota system and the current economic crisis have driven many milk producers to the verge of
bankruptcy. However, this problem does not just relate to the member states of the European Union, as it has
repercussions that are being felt beyond Europe’s borders.

The milk crisis may herald an even more serious crisis, namely that of rural development and agriculture in
general, which will affect the member states of the European Union but also, and above all, the member and
non-member states of the Council of Europe.

In the light of this fact, the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and Local and Regional Affairs
expressed the view, at its meeting of 4 September 2009, that the Assembly had to react, and that the crisis
warranted an in-depth discussion on the future of agriculture in Europe and the effects of Community
decisions on non-member states of the European Union.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

MARIN Christine, France, EPP/CD
ACIKGOZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG

COUSIN Alain, France, EPP/CD
DEITTERT Hubert, Germany
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
KORKEAOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
MULARONI Pier Marino, San Marino, ALDE
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
SARIKAS Fidias, Cyprus, SOC

SKOPAL Ladislav, Czech Republic
UNAL Mustafa, Turkey, EPP/CD
WALTER Hansjorg, Switzerland, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



