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Nuclear energy projects in Belarus and the Kaliningrad Region 
of the Russian Federation

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Birutė VĖSAITĖ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Russia and Belarus have announced plans to build new nuclear power plants close to the Lithuania’s border. 
Belarus has selected the nuclear site which is just around 50 km from the Lithuanian capital Vilnius. The 
Criteria for selecting a nuclear site near the capital of another country, which is densely populated, are 
unclear. This choice was made before concluding an Environment Impact Assessment and intergovernmental 
consultations according to the Espoo Convention. A possible impact for Lithuania in case of a nuclear 
accident is not duly evaluated in both cases.

Taking into consideration the fact that several nuclear power projects are considered in the Baltic Sea region, 
the preference should be given to those projects which are the safest from the nuclear safety point of view 
and the most economically sound, including on the grounds of integration with a developed transmission 
network. It is important to note that Belarus has selected a nuclear site where the transmission system is 
poorly developed and needs major improvements, whereas other alternative nuclear sites have the necessary 
infrastructure in place. In the case of Kaliningrad, there is a need for additional transmission lines to 
neighbouring countries because the projected capacity of the nuclear power plant will exceed internal 
demand.

Therefore, the Parliamentary Assembly should adopt a resolution on this issue seeking that new nuclear 
energy projects in Europe would be implemented in accordance with the international nuclear safety and 
environmental standards and conventions, as well as with due consideration to the reasonable concerns of 
the neighbouring countries. Final decisions regarding nuclear projects should be made after the completion of 
an international process of Environment Impact Assessment procedures as defined in the Espoo Convention 
and other relevant international documents.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

VĖSAITĖ Birutė, Lithuania, SOC
ABBASOV Aydin, Azerbaijan, SOC
AČAS Remigijus, Lithuania, EDG
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CIRCENE Ingrida, Latvia, EPP/CD
HAGBERG Michael, Sweden
HURSKAINEN Sinikka, Finland, SOC
IWIŃSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
MEIKAR Silver, Estonia, ALDE
MELČÁK Miloš, Czech Republic
MIKUTIENĖ Dangutė, Lithuania, ALDE
MUTTONEN Christine, Austria, SOC
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SYDOW Björn, von, Sweden, SOC
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC
WILLIAMS Betty, United Kingdom
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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