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Inadmissibility of honouring militant nationalists as heroes

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Sergey MARKOV and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Council of Europe has been doing a lot in order to achieve a major goal that is to develop as much as 
possible co-operation between European nations. In recent past Europe was torn apart by numerous wars 
driven in particular by nationalism. At the same time European history provides plenty of examples of positive 
co-operation between different nations. Those who inspired us to build a new Europe, a Europe of tolerance 
and freedom are our real heroes.

It is impossible to build up a united tolerant Europe by educating the young generation through examples of 
militant nationalism.

We are concerned by the fact that the President of Ukraine awarded the highest nation distinction "The Hero 
of Ukraine" to Stepan Bandera at the end of January 2010 and to Roman Shukhevich in 2009. Both 
collaborated with the Nazi regime and with Nazi units such as SS Galichina division and Nachtigall and 
Roland diversion battalions. Shukhevich had a rank of Wehrmacht captain and was awarded by the Nazi 
regime with an Iron Cross. Both Bandera and Shukhevich glorified Hitler in their political statements.

Bandera and Shukhevich are responsible for regular massive extermination of Poles, Jews and Byelorussians 
by squadrons under their command. These crimes are proved by numerous documents and eyewitnesses' 
testimonies.

These examples are hardly suitable to educate young people.

The Parliamentary Assembly should carefully consider controversial cases of "domestic" nationalists having 
been honoured as heroes and develop a set of recommendations for national authorities having in mind 
creation of a united Europe.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MARKOV Sergey, Russian Federation, EDG
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
EVANS Nigel, United Kingdom
FEDOROV Valeriy, Russian Federation, EDG
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC
IWIŃSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
KOSACHEV Konstantin, Russian Federation, EDG
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
LAAKSO Jaakko, Finland, UEL
MALGIERI Gennaro, Italy, EPP/CD
MARMAZOV Yevhen, Ukraine, UEL
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
PAPADIMITRIOU Elsa, Greece, EPP/CD
PLESKACHEVSKIY Viktor, Russian Federation, EDG
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
PUIG i OLIVE Lluís Maria, de, Spain, SOC
SLUTSKY Leonid, Russian Federation, SOC
SUDARENKOV Valeriy, Russian Federation, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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