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Fundamental Rights and fundamental duties and 
responsibilities

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Marie-Louise BEMELMANS-VIDEC and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The undersigned members of the Parliamentary Assembly reaffirm their commitment to human rights, as 
guaranteed by a number of international instruments, including the European Convention on Human Rights 
and the Revised European Social Charter.

They accept, however, that in a pluralist and democratic society most human rights may be limited in 
circumstances to be defined, so as to ensure the fulfilment of the rights and freedoms of other individuals and 
the community as a whole.

They also note that Article 29§1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights acknowledges the existence of 
inherent duties of every individual to the community.

They note that the same idea is expressed in the preambles of both the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and in various instruments worldwide, such as the 
American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 
the Helsinki Final Act and the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam.

They stress, however, that the duties and responsibilities of individuals towards each other and towards 
society as a whole can in no way diminish the obligations of states towards individuals for the protection and 
the promotion of human rights.

The issue of fundamental duties and responsibilities has, worldwide and in various forums, been fiercely 
debated, and no clear-cut answers are available. The undersigned members believe that there is room for a 
European standard with regard to human duties and responsibilities, in accordance with democratic principles 
and international law, which can complement and further develop the European human rights framework.

The undersigned members therefore request that the Assembly, with respect for the acquired levels of human 
rights protection, further reflects on a European framework of fundamental duties and responsibilities.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BEMELMANS-VIDEC Marie-Louise, Netherlands, EPP/CD
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BAKOYANNIS Theodora, Greece
BÉTEILLE Laurent, France, EPP/CD
BREEN Patrick, Ireland, EPP/CD
CONDE Agustín, Spain, EPP/CD
FARINA Renato, Italy, EPP/CD
FOURNIER Bernard, France, EPP/CD
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GATTI Marco, San Marino, EPP/CD
HAIBACH Holger, Germany, EPP/CD
HOLOVATY Serhiy, Ukraine, ALDE
JONKER Corien W.A., Netherlands, EPP/CD
MARTY Dick, Switzerland, ALDE
MUÑOZ-ALONSO Alejandro, Spain, EPP/CD
NTALARA Anna, Greece
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands
PAPADIMITRIOU Elsa, Greece, EPP/CD
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
SASI Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD
STRÄSSER Christoph, Germany, SOC
TOMLINSON John E., United Kingdom, SOC
WOHLWEND Renate, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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