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Protection of national minorities: some deficiencies in 
complying with the civil rights of ethnic groups

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Alexander Minovitch PODLESOV and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The main legal documents of the Council of Europe - Framework Convention for the Protection of National 
Minorities (1995) and the European Charter for Regional or Minorities Languages (1992) have not yet become 
universally accepted standards. Not all the countries have ratified them and even in those that have done so, 
restrictive reservations sometimes hinder their operation.

As it was recently stressed in the report on “Minority protection in Europe: best practices and deficiencies in 
implementation of common standards” (Doc. 12109 ), certain major problems persist. Not infrequently those 
problems become the cause of not only ethnic, but also social conflicts.

Of particular concern is the fact that, in certain countries, a substantial number of persons belonging to 
national minorities are not protected by the Framework Convention because they do not have the citizenship 
of the state party concerned.

One more crucial area for national minorities is the situation in which they can not exercise the rights accorded 
to them by the European Charter for Regional or Minorities Languages. Due to political changes, certain 
states promote the majority (official or “state”) language and culture, which in practice is detrimental to 
persons belonging to national minorities.

The protection of national minorities, the creation of an atmosphere of tolerance and dialogue is a necessary 
condition for political and economic stability in those countries, in which those minorities live.

The Parliamentary Assembly should instruct the appropriate Committee of the Assembly to investigate the 
problems mentioned above in order to invite member states of the Council of Europe to ensure that, where it 
is deemed necessary, additional measures are taken aimed at improving the situation of civil rights of national 
minorities.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

PODLESOV Alexander Minovitch, Russian Federation, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
FEDOROV Valeriy, Russian Federation, EDG
GORYACHEVA Svetlana, Russian Federation, SOC
HARUTYUNYAN Davit, Armenia, EDG
IWIŃSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
LAAKSO Jaakko, Finland, UEL
MARKOV Sergey, Russian Federation, EDG
MARMAZOV Yevhen, Ukraine, UEL
PARFENOV Valery, Russian Federation, EDG
PFLUG Johannes, Germany, SOC
PLOTNIKOV Oleksiy, Ukraine, SOC
POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SHAKLEIN Nikolay, Russian Federation, EDG
SUDARENKOV Valeriy, Russian Federation, SOC
TIMCHENKO Vyacheslav, Russian Federation, EDG
TULAEV Nikolay, Russian Federation, EDG
UMAKHANOV Ilyas, Russian Federation, EDG
ZHIDKIKH Vladimir, Russian Federation, EDG

1. EDG: European Democrat Group
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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