
Doc. 12312
23 June 2010

Reaffirming the universal nature of human rights

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Denis BADRÉ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The universal nature of human rights, founded on human dignity, is threatened today. It is not new that their 
universal nature is contested. During the Cold War, the primacy of economic and social rights over civil and 
political rights was, for instance, affirmed. The optimism, which reigned after the East/West confrontation 
came to an end, as there was important progress in the respect of human rights, is now over. Human rights 
seem nowadays the hostage of an emerging North-South bipolarisation.

Their universal nature is threatened indeed, because of cultural and religious relativism in particular. In some 
international fora, totalitarian and theocratic regimes sometimes ally around the idea that the interests of the 
group as a whole shall prevail over the interests of the individual.

Human rights do not belong to any specific civilisation. It is true that their enforcement is not yet universal. 
However, their universal nature implies that they be valid wherever the place, whenever the time and for all 
men without distinction. Human rights are based on values, which can be shared by the entire humanity. They 
shall not be interpreted according to such-and-such particularity. Their universal nature is no obstacle to 
cultural diversity.

Our Assembly rejects the arguments of those who deny the universal nature of human rights and commits 
itself to contributing to better promote and protect human rights.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BADRÉ Denis, France, ALDE
AGIUS Francis, Malta, EPP/CD
AUSTIN John, United Kingdom
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
DURRIEU Josette, France, SOC
FASSINO Piero, Italy, SOC
FRUNDA György, Romania, EPP/CD
GIRARDIN Annick, France, SOC
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
GROSSKOST Arlette, France, EPP/CD
HOLOVATY Serhiy, Ukraine, ALDE
JENSEN Michael Aastrup, Denmark, ALDE
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
KUCHEIDA Jean-Pierre, France, SOC
LALONDE Francine, Canada
LECOQ Jean-Paul, France, UEL
LØHDE Sophie, Denmark, ALDE
LONCLE François, France, SOC
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MARTY Dick, Switzerland, ALDE
MELONI Assunta, San Marino, ALDE
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
POZZO DI BORGO Yves, France, EPP/CD
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
RIGONI Andrea, Italy, ALDE
ROSSELL TARRADELLAS Amadeu, Andorra, ALDE
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
TOSHEV Latchezar, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
VITALI Luigi, Italy, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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