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Nanotechnologies, a new danger to the environment?

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Bernard MARQUET and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

A key area of cutting-edge research in physics, electronics, chemistry and biology, nanotechnologies have 
attracted the interest of many researchers and enterprises and substantial funding allowing progress to be 
made both in fundamental research and in the applications of that research.

Nanotechnologies are increasingly present in daily life and especially in our environment; although we are 
unaware of the consequences they may have for our everyday lives.

Nanotechnologies are used in a range of fields: health, cosmetics, food, electronics, textiles, motor vehicle 
equipment, sports equipment etc. Over 1000 items are known to contain nanotechnology-based products on 
the market and many others could soon be available.

Nanotechnology applications could help in particular to meet environmental concerns: energy conservation, 
energy capture (photovoltaic cells), water, waste and pollutant treatment, size and weight reduction, increased 
resistance and durability of a number of manufactured goods, environmental monitoring, etc.

However, development of nanotechnologies should only continue if the risks to human health and the 
environment in general are taken into account.

The Parliamentary Assembly therefore recommends that the member states take measures aimed at 
harmonising the use of nanotechnologies in order to guarantee in particular health security and ensure 
environmental protection.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
ARIAS CAÑETE Miguel, Spain, EPP/CD
COUSIN Alain, France, EPP/CD
FALZON Joseph, Malta, EPP/CD
FRÉCON Jean-Claude, France, SOC
HARANGOZÓ Gábor, Hungary, SOC
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC
LOTMAN Aleksei, Estonia, UEL
MAISSEN Theo, Switzerland, EPP/CD
MARIN Christine, France, EPP/CD
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PAPADIMITRIOU Elsa, Greece, EPP/CD
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
PRESCOTT John, United Kingdom, SOC
ROUQUET René, France
STAVROSITU Maria, Romania, EPP/CD
SUDARENKOV Valeriy, Russian Federation, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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