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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Political parties are at the core of the functioning of democracy. As a result, their democratic character and
compliance with fundamental principles has an impact on the good functioning of democracy itself.

In its Resolution 1899 (2010) on increasing women'’s representation in politics through the electoral system,
the Parliamentary Assembly analysed the impact of electoral systems on the representation of women in the
political process. However, an issue which remains largely unexplored is how the internal functioning of
political parties affects the representation of women in politics.

In October 2010, the Venice Commission and OSCE/ODIHR published Guidelines on political party regulation
which refer to the need for political parties to ensure gender equality and mentions as possible examples of
good practice the introduction of voluntary party quotas, guarantees to ensure a gender-balanced composition
of executive structures and clear and transparent rules for the selection of candidates. These guidelines,
however, do not provide either for specific examples drawn from the experience of political parties or for an
assessment of the measures implemented so far.

Additional areas of concern are the position of women candidates in electoral lists and the equal access to
funding during electoral campaigns.

The Assembly should carry out a systematic comparative study on internal policies and guidelines on gender
equality applied by political parties in Council of Europe member states, with a view to promoting the
exchange of good practice. This work could also contribute to the identification of potential candidates for the
next Parliamentary Assembly Equality Prize.

Signed (see overleaf)
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MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
CIRCENE Ingrida, Latvia, EPP/CD
COLEIRO PRECA Marie-Louise, Malta, SOC
ERR Lydie, Luxembourg, SOC

FARINA Renato, Italy, EPP/CD
FERIC-VAC Mirjana, Croatia, SOC
GAJDUSKOVA Alena, Czech Republic, SOC
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HAGG Carina, Sweden, SOC
HURSKAINEN Sinikka, Finland, SOC
KELES Birgen, Turkey, SOC

KIURU Krista, Finland, SOC

KOG Haluk, Turkey, SOC

KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
NAGHDALYAN Hermine, Armenia, ALDE
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
RIBA FONT Maria Pilar, Andorra, SOC
SANIN Luz Elena, Spain, EPP/CD
STAVROSITU Maria, Romania, EPP/CD
VAHALOVA Dana, Czech Republic, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



