
Doc. 12582
12 April 2011

Fighting “child sex tourism” through committed legal and 
political action

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Luca VOLONTÈ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Sexual abuse of children increasingly happens through targeted commercial exploitation, for example in the 
context of “child sex tourism”, which, according to the NGO “ECPAT International” (a global network of 
organisations and individuals working together for the elimination of child prostitution, child pornography and 
the trafficking of children for sexual purposes), notably involves “situational” or “preferential” child sex tourists 
or paedophiles. Crimes committed by travelling sex offenders belong to the worst forms of violence against 
children, because they degrade them to mere objects of abusive desires and commercial interests.

The “Lanzarote Convention” (Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, CETS 201) notably covers such offences under its article 19 on child 
prostitution. In some countries, offenders who carry out abuse abroad can be prosecuted under extraterritorial 
laws, but procedures are lengthy and costly due to the international co-operation required, and thus rarely 
applied.

As part of the parliamentary dimension of the current Council of Europe ONE in FIVE campaign to stop sexual 
violence against children, the Parliamentary Assembly and the Council of Europe in general should join the 
global network of stakeholders who stand up against “child sex tourism”. All Council of Europe member states 
should take committed legal and political action and ensure smooth co-operation to efficiently fight this 
atrocious crime against the human rights of children and adolescents.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

VOLONTÈ Luca, Italy, EPP/CD
ANDERSEN Karin, Norway, UEL
BARBI Mario, Italy, ALDE
BÉTEILLE Laurent, France, EPP/CD
CAPARIN Karmela, Croatia, EPP/CD
CIRCENE Ingrida, Latvia, EPP/CD
COLEIRO PRECA Marie-Louise, Malta, SOC
COMMERCIO Roberto Mario Sergio, Italy, EPP/CD
CONDE Agustín, Spain, EPP/CD
DONALDSON Jeffrey, United Kingdom, EDG
FLYNN Paul, United Kingdom, SOC
FOŘT Stanislav, Slovak Republic, ALDE
FRANSSEN Cindy, Belgium, EPP/CD
GERMIČ Ljubo, Slovenia, ALDE
GORYACHEVA Svetlana, Russian Federation, SOC
HARANGOZÓ Gábor, Hungary, SOC
HOSTALIER Françoise, France, EPP/CD
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC
KAUFER Virág, Hungary, SOC
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
POURBAIX-LUNDIN Marietta, de, Sweden, EPP/CD
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
VERCAMER Stefaan, Belgium, EPP/CD
ZHIDKIKH Vladimir, Russian Federation, EDG

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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