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The European civil aviation industry confronted with the global 
financial and economic crisis

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Márton BRAUN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The effects of the global financial and economic crisis are being felt by the European civil aviation industry in 
many ways. Demand for air travel has declined sharply. Airlines, having weathered the storm of the oil price 
spike ($147 per barrel) of mid-2008, now face rising credit costs. One result has been the collapse of the 
Lithuanian national carrier flyLAL.

Although it would be expected that low-cost carriers would benefit from the crisis as passengers, including 
business travellers, seek cheaper options, that has not prevented the collapse of several such budget airlines 
including Sterling, LTE and Zoom.

Confronted with such pressures, and as a result of the relentless push for liberalisation of the airline industry 
pursued by many governments and the European Union, airlines are likely to seek to cut costs to the barest 
minimum. This may well affect air safety standards.

The airlines are also challenged by a continuing concern to reduce the environmental impact of air travel, 
including carbon emissions and noise pollution, as well as opposition to the expansion of airports and air 
routes.

As the parliamentary forum of the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) – which groups the aviation 
authorities of the large majority of Council of Europe member States – the Parliamentary Assembly should 
take stock of the present situation of the European civil aviation industry, vital to the development and 
sustainability of the economies of the member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BRAUN Márton, Hungary, EPP/CD
AÇIKGÖZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BJØRNSTAD Vidar, Norway
BURYKINA Natalia, Russian Federation, EDG
CEBECİ Erol Aslan, Turkey, EPP/CD
COLEIRO PRECA Marie-Louise, Malta, SOC
FAHEY Frank, Ireland, ALDE
GIARETTA Paolo, Italy, ALDE
HAUPERT Norbert, Luxembourg
ISAEV Yury, Russian Federation, EDG
KORFANTY Bronisław, Poland, EDG
KOROBEYNIKOV Anatoliy, Russian Federation
LILLIEHÖÖK Anna, Sweden
MARTINS Maximiano, Portugal
MELČÁK Miloš, Czech Republic
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
NYKIEL Mirosława, Poland, EPP/CD
O'CATHAIN Detta, United Kingdom
PLESKACHEVSKIY Viktor, Russian Federation, EDG
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine
VRETTOS Konstantinos, Greece, SOC
WILLE Paul, Belgium

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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