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The inadmissibility of restrictions on freedom of movement as 
punishment for political positions

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Andreas GROSS and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is of the opinion that Council of Europe member states 
should protect the right of citizens to freedom of movement as envisaged in the European Agreement on 
Regulations Governing the Movement of Persons between Member States of the Council of Europe. Freedom 
of expression of political views across the Council of Europe area is also an important value uniting Council of 
Europe member states as well as the protection of freedom of expression of political views – a commitment of 
each Council of Europe member state – as envisaged in the European Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental freedoms.

The Schengen Agreement creates opportunities for the freedom of movement for millions of people and the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe welcomes the extension of a common visa-free area 
resulting from this agreement.

However, some Council of Europe member states misuse their right to ban nationals of other states from 
entering their respective territory by “blacklisting” these nationals. In case the state is party to the Schengen 
Agreement, this ban is tacitly extended to all other Schengen Agreement member states.

In some cases, the above nationals did not even visit these states and that is why they could not break their 
laws, but in their own countries they actively participated in political actions criticising the policies of other 
states’ authorities. As a result, the freedom of movement is being restricted as punishment for political 
criticism, which in its turn contradicts the values advocated by the Council of Europe.

“Blacklisting” public figures, parliamentarians as well as Assembly members is particularly inadmissible.

The Assembly urges Council of Europe member states to refrain from “blacklisting” political and public figures, 
parliamentarians as well as Assembly members, as punishment for their political position.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BRANDE Luc, Van den, Belgium, EPP/CD
ÇAVUŞOĞLU Mevlüt, Turkey, EDG
CLAPPISON James, United Kingdom
EÖRSI Mátyás, Hungary, ALDE
GREENWAY John, United Kingdom
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
LINDBLAD Göran, Sweden, EPP/CD
MARCENARO Pietro, Italy, SOC
MARKOV Sergey, Russian Federation, EDG
PETRENCO Grigore, Republic of Moldova
POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC
POSTOICO Maria, Republic of Moldova
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EDG
VAKSDAL Øyvind, Norway
VYATKIN Dmitry, Russian Federation, EDG
WALTER Robert, United Kingdom, EDG
WILSHIRE David, United Kingdom, EDG

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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