
Doc. 12153
02 February 2010

Council of Europe’s common approach to solving the human 
rights situation in Burma/Myanmar

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Silver MEIKAR and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly is a protagonist for the Council of Europe in promoting human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law wherever they are neglected. Today, the Council of Europe must confirm its attachment to 
these values with regard to Myanmar.

Reports by the United Nations, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and other organisations have 
repeatedly detailed a gruesome litany of abuse in Myanmar, including murder, torture, rape, detention without 
trial, massive forced relocations and forced labour.

In spite of the 2007 anti-government protests, the regime has remained austere, having organised a 
referendum in 2008 on a constitution which, coming into force after the elections this year, gives the military 
effective veto power over parliament, reserves 25% of the seats for the military, does not grant MPs freedom 
of speech and does not address concerns of ethnic minorities in Burma.

The Government of Myanmar has not agreed to, or even entered into dialogue about, requests made by the 
United Nations that the elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner in line with international 
norms, and that more than 2 100 political prisoners be released and allowed to take part in the elections.

Unfortunately, there are doubts that some of the Council of Europe member states support the Government of 
Myanmar, for example by providing them with weaponry. Therefore, it is essential that the Assembly studies 
the situation thoroughly and based on the findings adopt an agreement on a common policy.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MEIKAR Silver, Estonia, ALDE
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden
ANDERSEN Karin, Norway, UEL
CHIDGEY David, United Kingdom
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC
ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL
FRAHM Pernille, Denmark, UEL
GEORGIOU Aristophanes, Cyprus, UEL
GIARETTA Paolo, Italy, ALDE
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
KAIKKONEN Antti, Finland, ALDE
KONEČNÁ Kateřina, Czech Republic
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
LECOQ Jean-Paul, France, UEL
LEIBRECHT Harald, Germany, ALDE
LEMPENS Paul, Netherlands
LOTMAN Aleksei, Estonia, UEL
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden
MacSHANE Denis, United Kingdom
MÓSESDÓTTIR Lilja, Iceland, UEL
OATEN Mark, United Kingdom
PAPADIMOULIS Dimitrios, Greece, UEL
POULSEN Jørgen, Denmark, ALDE
ROSSELL TARRADELLAS Amadeu, Andorra, ALDE
ROWEN Paul, United Kingdom, ALDE
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SCHUSTER Marina, Germany, ALDE
SZABÓ Zoltán, Hungary
TORRES PUIG Joan, Andorra, ALDE
WEEKERS Frans, Netherlands
WERNER Katrin, Germany, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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