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Access to and protection of the audiovisual cultural heritage

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Doris FIALA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe recalls the importance for every individual and society 
as a whole to preserve and make available cultural heritage.

For more than a century, moving images and other audiovisual material have been part of everyday culture. 
They have recorded in a unique way the culture and life of their time, including political and other events of 
major public interest and high historic relevance.

Public service broadcasters as well as commercial broadcasters have accumulated over time huge 
audiovisual archives, very often still on the original and fragile medium. With growing economic challenges, 
those broadcasters may face problems in protecting their archives.

New digital technologies offer feasible means of copying such audiovisual material on new media. The 
Internet can offer easy access to such audiovisual material.

The Assembly recognises the need for states to support the preservation of audiovisual material as well as 
policies for making it available to the public at large. It calls therefore on member states to sign and ratify the 
European Convention for the Protection of the Audiovisual Heritage.

The Assembly also notes projects by Internet companies and libraries to make books and print media 
accessible on the Internet. Similar efforts could also be explored to put a new dimension to the access to 
audiovisual heritage.

Therefore, the Assembly recommends that states and media companies should co-operate in order to protect 
the audiovisual heritage of Europe.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
FLEGO Gvozden Srećko, Croatia, SOC
LAUKKANEN Markku, Finland, ALDE
McINTOSH Andrew, United Kingdom
NĚMCOVÁ Miroslava, Czech Republic
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia
RIHTER Andreja, Slovenia, SOC
STULIGROSZ Michał, Poland, EPP/CD
STUMP Doris, Switzerland, SOC
WODARG Wolfgang, Germany

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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