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The involvement of the army in the events of March 2008 in 
Armenia

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Göran LINDBLAD and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Recalling its previous resolutions on Armenia, in particular Resolution 1609 (2008), which, among other 
things, calls for “an independent, transparent and credible inquiry into the events of 1 March 2008”;

Dissatisfied with the report of the ad hoc Committee of the Armenian Parliament on “the events of 1 March”, 
which, in essence, is biased and avoids criticising the Armenian authorities;

Deeply alarmed at reports concerning the use of the army during the events of March 2008, which constitutes 
a violation of the Armenian Constitution and a breach of the internationally accepted principle of neutrality of 
the army in domestic political matters;

Outraged by the existence - recently discovered and made public – of secret order no. 0038, issued by the 
then President of Armenia, Robert Kocharyan, on 23 February 2008, proving that Armenian army units 
received formal orders to assemble and deploy in Yerevan before 1 March;

Considering that the involvement of the army in domestic political matters, accompanied by large-scale 
repression of citizens’ civil and political rights and persecution of the political opposition, clearly bears the 
characteristics of a coup d’etat;

Considering unacceptable the attempts by the Armenian authorities to conceal the involvement of the army in 
the events of 1 March 2008, the Parliamentary Assembly urges the Armenian authorities to take the following 
immediate action:

– disclose all information concerning the involvement of the army in the events of 1 March 2008; 

– conduct a transparent inquiry into the involvement of the army in the post-electoral events;

– hold personally responsible all officials involved in the army’s participation in the events.

The Assembly encourages the member states to use their influence on the Armenian authorities to ensure 
that this inquiry is carried out.

The Assembly intends to examine this matter urgently and include the outcome of that examination in its next 
report on Armenia.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

LINDBLAD Göran, Sweden, EPP/CD
BERÉNYI József, Slovak Republic
CHIDGEY David, United Kingdom
COUSIN Alain, France, EPP/CD
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GUŢU Ana, Republic of Moldova, ALDE
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
KALEMBA Stanisław, Poland, EPP/CD
KAŹMIERCZAK Jan, Poland, EPP/CD
KELEMEN András, Hungary
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LIPIŃSKI Dariusz, Poland, EPP/CD
OLSSON Kent, Sweden
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
ROWEN Paul, United Kingdom, ALDE
STAVROSITU Maria, Romania
TRASHANI Arenca, Albania, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
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