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The disastrous ecological impact of Armenia’s mining industry,
resulting from the currently exploited and planned mines

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Zaruhi POSTANJYAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Several mines are currently exploited in the mountainous areas of Armenia, resulting in dozens of large
industrial waste disposal sites in inhabited regions, creating problems for public health. This situation infringes
upon the people’s right to lead a healthy and secure life.

Diverse indicators have been applied in the areas where these mines exist which show that the percentage of
serious diseases and health problems (cancer, respiratory diseases, abnormal births, sterility, miscarriages,
etc.) among the local population is on the rise and is much higher than the similar average indicators for the
country as a whole. Heavy metals and other dangerous substances (agricultural land and products, air, water,
living organisms) accumulated in the surroundings far exceed the authorised norms dozens of times.

Violating the national legislation and several international norms, the Government of Armenia has issued
licenses to exploit known mines and prospect new ones, among which the Teghut and Shahumian mines in
the town of Kapan, and has also allowed prospecting for the future mining of uranium. Work has already
begun in the Lernadzor community of the Siunik Marz Region, raising concerns especially among the local
population who is constantly fighting against this Armenian-Russian venture for the prospecting and future
mining of uranium.

To ensure the protection of basic human rights such as access to health and safe food and an ecologically
harmless environment, the Parliamentary Assembly should evaluate the extent of the damage the mining has
caused to the population and the environment of Armenia and provide sound recommendations to the
Armenian authorities.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
CIGANE Lolita, Latvia, EPP/CD

FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
FRANSSEN Cindy, Belgium, EPP/CD

FRITZ Erich Georg, Germany, EPP/CD
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD

LIPINSKI Dariusz, Poland, EPP/CD

LOEPFE Arthur, Switzerland, EPP/CD
MENDES Ana Catarina, Portugal, SOC
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
MUNOZ-ALONSO Alejandro, Spain, EPP/CD
MUTTONEN Christine, Austria, SOC
NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
NESSA Pasquale, Italy, EPP/CD

OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
PUCHE Gabino, Spain, EPP/CD

RIHTER Andreja, Slovenia, SOC
SCHADLER Leander, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
SOBOLEYV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



