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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Both civilians and combatants go missing in armed conflicts. The fate of soldiers on the battlefield or in
captivity may be unknown. Families separated by the conflict may face the anguish of not knowing what
happened to their loved ones. Such families face the pain of ongoing uncertainty and are unable to seek
closure on their grief.

International Humanitarian Law requires authorities to take all possible measures to ensure the fate of the
missing is known and their families informed.

The issue of missing persons should be depoliticised and considered as a humanitarian problem and dealt
with without discrimination as to the ethnic origin of the missing.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) estimates that there are still almost 15 000 missing
persons in the Western Balkans.

The Parliamentary Assembly and its Committee on Migration, Refugees and Population have carried out work
in the past on missing persons in the Balkans and the South Caucasus. This work needs to be updated and
brought together with information on missing persons from all Europe’s conflicts. The more time that passes in
trying to find these persons, the less likely it is that they will ever be found.

The Assembly needs to look at the steps being taken, the progress achieved and make recommendations to
member states on what still needs to be done to solve the outstanding cases of the missing and ensure that
persons who go missing in the future have more chance of being found and found quickly.

Signed (see overleaf)
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POULSEN Jgrgen, Denmark, ALDE
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
BELLEN Alexander, van der, Austria, SOC
CEDERBRATT Mikael, Sweden, EPP/CD
CILEVICS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DARCHIASHVILI David, Georgia, EPP/CD
DENDIAS Nikolaos, Greece, EPP/CD
DIAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
DOMBRAVA Janis, Latvia, NR

FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE

FRAHM Pernille, Denmark, UEL
GIRARDIN Annick, France, SOC
HAUPERT Norbert, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
IWINSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
KUHNEL Franz Eduard, Austria, EPP/CD
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
NYLUND WATZ Ingela, Sweden, SOC
O'SULLIVAN Maureen, Ireland, NR
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC

REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



