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The need to combat “match-fixing”

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Cecilia KEAVENEY and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The manipulation of sports results, or “match-fixing”, is defined as “illegally influencing the course or the result 
of a sport match in order to obtain advantage for oneself or for others”.

Action against it has often been left to the respective sport’s governing bodies, despite public fears of cover-
up. Some European countries seem preserved, whereas in others controversies have prompted public 
authorities, including criminal law bodies, to act. Match-fixing also occurs in international competitions. It has 
become commonplace in Asian sport and action is needed to ensure that the same does not happen in 
Europe.

The abolition of borders and liberalisation of betting markets, along with developments in betting technologies 
(e.g. via the internet or mobile phone) create new risks requiring initiatives to limit manipulation of sport 
results.

Match-fixing undermines the fundamental values in sport the Council of Europe upholds. The Parliamentary 
Assembly already expressed concern in this area, for instance in its Opinion No. 241 of 2002, recommending 
to the Committee of Ministers that the draft Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption apply to 
domestic and foreign referees and other sports officials.

Time has come for examination by an international body and the Council of Europe is the adequate forum. 
There is no need to change national and international criminal legislation, but there is an urgent need to 
enhance co-operation among governments, sports organisations and betting operators and to establish an 
international mechanism for the co-ordination and monitoring of implementation of legal instruments.

The Assembly therefore calls on the Committee of Ministers to start consultations on establishing a committee 
to identify best practices against manipulation of sports results, measures the Council of Europe could take to 
reduce risks of manipulation, including a convention, and the form of a possible international mechanism to 
co-ordinate the fight against manipulation of sports results.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KEAVENEY Cecilia, Ireland, ALDE
AUSTIN John, United Kingdom
BOSWELL Tim, United Kingdom, EDG
BREEN Patrick, Ireland, EPP/CD
DORIĆ Miljenko, Croatia, ALDE
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
FAHEY Frank, Ireland, ALDE
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HENDERSON Doug, United Kingdom
HOOD Jim, United Kingdom
JOHANSSON Morgan, Sweden
KAŹMIERCZAK Jan, Poland, EPP/CD
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LAXTON Bob, United Kingdom
LINDBLAD Göran, Sweden, EPP/CD
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
MULLEN Ronan, Ireland, EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
PRESCOTT John, United Kingdom, SOC
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
RUPPRECHT Marlene, Germany, SOC
WACH Piotr, Poland, EPP/CD
WALTER Robert, United Kingdom, EDG
WILLIAMS Betty, United Kingdom

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group

Doc. 12406 Motion for a recommendation

2


