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Controlling irregular migration and asylum claims beyond the 
European Union’s Eastern Border

Motion for a recommendation
several Assembly members

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Mixed flows of irregular migrants, asylum seekers and refugees have been high on the political agenda of 
many member states of the Council of Europe.

However, as soon as one route is plugged a new route is opened up, notwithstanding the efforts of states, the 
European Union and its border agency FRONTEX. Routes are now moving eastwards with pressure 
beginning to show on the countries lining the borders to the east of the European Union. Turkey, the Russian 
Federation, Ukraine may be the largest countries concerned, but the smaller countries are also facing 
challenges, including states such as Croatia, Serbia and Moldova.

Many of these countries have little experience of dealing with asylum claims and have imperfect asylum 
systems. Many are ill equipped to detain irregular migrants and asylum seekers, yet nonetheless do so, 
sometimes under pressure from the European Union and its member states. Worrying reports are coming out 
from an increasing number of NGOs, and others, about detention conditions, failures in the asylum process 
and procedures of return to and from these countries.

The Parliamentary Assembly has in the past focused its attention on Southern Europe. It is now necessary to 
examine problems in the East and propose solutions.

Flows will only increase in the future and pressure will rise on these countries. The Parliamentary Assembly 
needs to ensure that these member states are able to deal with these mixed migratory flows and deal with the 
particular needs of asylum seekers and refugees, respecting fully the rights of those involved.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
ÁRNASON Mörður, Iceland, SOC
BUGNON André, Switzerland, ALDE
CEDERBRATT Mikael, Sweden, EPP/CD
CHOPE Christopher, United Kingdom, EDG
DARCHIASHVILI David, Georgia, EPP/CD
DENDIAS Nikolaos, Greece, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
DUMERY Daphné, Belgium, NR
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
GROTH Annette, Germany, UEL
HÜBINGER Anette, Germany, EPP/CD
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
NYLUND WATZ Ingela, Sweden, SOC
SANNEN Ludo, Belgium, SOC
SANTINI Giacomo, Italy, EPP/CD
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EDG
TÜRKÖNE Özlem, Turkey, EPP/CD
WOHLWEND Renate, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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