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Violence on television and its consequences on children

Motion for a resolution
several Assembly members

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

A study of New Zealand children’s exposure to violence shows that the most common experience is watching 
people fighting and killing on television. The obvious conclusion of the study is that the quickest way to reduce 
violence in children’s lives is to turn off the television.

90 % of the 2077 schoolchildren aged 9 to 13 in the study said they had seen violence in movies and shows. 
Around two-thirds of them said they had directly experienced physical violence; two thirds also said they had 
witnessed physical violence directed at other children; and 27 % reported witnessing violence against adults 
mostly as a result of family breakdown.

The study also found that witnessing physical violence against adults and in the media had more impact on 
children than witnessing physical violence against other children. Therefore parents can make a choice as to 
what their children are watching or the video games they are playing. The study found that “emotional 
violence” was even more prevalent and that 11 % of children had suffered sexual violence, comparable with 
12 % in a US survey.

The Parliamentary Assembly should give urgent consideration to this issue and invite international 
organisations and national parliaments and governments to prioritise the protection of children and condemn 
every form of violence against children the most weak and innocent human beings.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
ALIGRUDIĆ Miloš, Serbia, EPP/CD
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BRAUN Márton, Hungary, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FRITZ Erich Georg, Germany, EPP/CD
FRUNDA György, Romania, EPP/CD
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GRAHAM Sylvi, Norway, EPP/CD
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
IVANJI Željko, Serbia, EPP/CD
KALMÁR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
KUBATA Václav, Czech Republic, EPP/CD
KUBOVIČ Pavol, Slovak Republic, EPP/CD
MANZONE-SAQUET Nicole, Monaco, EPP/CD
MAYER Edgar, Austria, EPP/CD
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
PAPADIMITRIOU Elsa, Greece, EPP/CD
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
SANTINI Giacomo, Italy, EPP/CD
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
STAVROSITU Maria, Romania, EPP/CD
TOSHEV Latchezar, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
VOLONTÈ Luca, Italy, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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