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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Many refugees and asylum seekers in Europe come from countries that are among the worst hit by HIV/AIDS,
in particular sub-Saharan Africa. Although the rate of new infections per year has fallen in Africa, the total
number of people affected is constantly growing.

The figures for AIDS cases in Africa remain appalling. In 2007, 67% of all people living with the virus lived in
Africa, and 72% of the world’s AIDS deaths occurred there. According to estimates, in 2011 in Cameroon
570,000 people, out of a total population of around 20 million, had the virus, 440,000 people were living with
HIV in 2008 in Cote d’lvoire and 1.2 million in Ethiopia in 2010.

Refugees and asylum seekers are often accused of spreading AIDS and other diseases. But what are the
facts? To what extent are refugees and asylum seekers in Europe AIDS carriers? What should member
States and institutions do to gain a fuller understanding of the reality of the phenomenon and to deal with it
more effectively? What mechanisms can be introduced to encourage counselling and voluntary testing among
refugees — in particular women and girls, who are disproportionately affected by the virus — and to provide
them, if they are HIV positive, with non-discriminatory access to health care? And, if an application for asylum
is rejected and the person sent back to their country of origin, what can be done to ensure they continue to
receive treatment?

The Parliamentary Assembly must see to it that this issue does not become trivialised. To that end, the
Assembly should prepare a report to look at the situation as it really is and assess whether the responses by
Council of Europe member States and other countries are appropriate and sufficiently co-ordinated.
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FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BECK Marieluise, Germany, ALDE
BILOZIR Oksana, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BINLEY Brian, United Kingdom, EDG
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
BUGNON André, Switzerland, ALDE
CAVUSOGLU Mevliit, Turkey, EDG
CIGANE Lolita, Latvia, EPP/CD

FLEGO Gvozden Srecko, Croatia, SOC
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HOLOVATY Serhiy, Ukraine, ALDE
LIBINA-EGNERE Inese, Latvia, EPP/CD
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden, ALDE
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MATEU Meritxell, Andorra, ALDE
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
REIMANN Maximilian, Switzerland, ALDE
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE

RZAYEV Rovshan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
SCHNEIDER-SCHNEITER Elisabeth, Switzerland, EPP/CD
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
TOSHEYV Latchezar, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
TURKES Tugrul, Turkey, EDG

VORUZ Eric, Switzerland, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



