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Human rights as the ethical reference in a global economy

Motion for a resolution
several Assembly members

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Gathered for the Parliamentary Conference on the World Trade Organisation (WTO) on 21-22 March 2011, 
parliamentarians underscored that multilateralism remained the best option to harness globalisation and 
manage interdependence, including through multilateral trade agreements that are rules-based and fair. They 
expressed concern over the asymmetries and imbalances in the global trading system that affect most 
severely the developing and the least developed countries. Redressing those imbalances is essential for the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and for stimulating global economic recovery.

A more equitable system of global economic exchanges could not only bring multiple benefits to all countries 
but also help protect human rights and sustainable livelihoods. Europe that is a global reference for defending 
human rights and values should seek more actively to broaden the support for the ideals it cherishes. This is 
particularly relevant in the context of the shifting balance of power and the evolving rules of the game on the 
global stage.

The Parliamentary Assembly, building on its earlier debate on human rights and businesses, should therefore 
examine ways of influencing the global debate and promoting human rights, including labour rights, as an 
ethical reference in the world economy.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL
ARIB Khadija, Netherlands, SOC
AXELSSON Lennart, Sweden, SOC
BRAUN Márton, Hungary, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FALZON Joseph, Malta, EPP/CD
FRAHM Pernille, Denmark, UEL
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
FRITZ Erich Georg, Germany, EPP/CD
GIARETTA Paolo, Italy, ALDE
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HOOD Jim, United Kingdom, SOC
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
NAGHDALYAN Hermine, Armenia, ALDE
NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
OSBORNE Sandra, United Kingdom, SOC
PAPADIMOULIS Dimitrios, Greece, UEL
PEJČINOVIĆ-BURIĆ Marija, Croatia, EPP/CD
SASI Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD
STROE Ionuț-Marian, Romania, ALDE
VĖSAITĖ Birutė, Lithuania, SOC
VOLONTÈ Luca, Italy, EPP/CD
VRETTOS Konstantinos, Greece, SOC
VRIES Klaas, de, Netherlands, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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