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Developing advanced drug policies: the example of drug-
checking

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Andrej HUNKO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The consumption of illegal drugs is persisting worldwide, just as are its social consequences. In the European 
Union alone, drug use is responsible for between 7 000 and 8 000 fatal overdoses every year according to the 
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA).

The Global Commission on Drug Policy recently concluded that the global war on drugs has been a failure. 
With a view to effectively responding to this major public health threat, it calls upon governments to replace 
drug policies driven by ideology and political convenience with responsible strategies grounded on science, 
health, security and human rights, to offer treatment services to those in need and to end the criminalisation, 
marginalisation and stigmatisation of people who use drugs but who do no harm to others.

As it seems impossible to effectively prohibit drug consumption, drug-checking is one possible measure 
enabling various problems linked to drugs to be addressed, while reducing the risks linked to their use and 
increasing the impact of established programmes on consumers of all age groups. However, in most countries 
drug-checking is unregulated.

In view of the benefits that drug-checking programmes may bring and the legal loophole most countries still 
face in this area, the Parliamentary Assembly should study the question, explore existing programmes and 
promote the development of specific legislation as a basis for such interventions in Council of Europe member 
states.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
ANDERSEN Karin, Norway, UEL
BAGHDASARYAN Gagik, Armenia, ALDE
BLUM Roland, France, EPP/CD
BONET PEROT Sílvia Eloïsa, Andorra, SOC
BOSWELL Tim, United Kingdom, EDG
DONABAUER Karl, Austria, EPP/CD
FRAHM Pernille, Denmark, UEL
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HANSON Margus, Estonia, ALDE
KATRINIS Michail, Greece, SOC
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC
KONEČNÁ Kateřina, Czech Republic, UEL
MATTILA Pirkko, Finland, NR
MAYER Edgar, Austria, EPP/CD
PARFENOV Valery, Russian Federation, EDG
ROSOVÁ Tatiana, Slovak Republic, EPP/CD
RUPPRECHT Marlene, Germany, SOC
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE
ZHIDKIKH Vladimir, Russian Federation, EDG

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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