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Destruction or restoration of industrial heritage

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Andreja RIHTER and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The cultural heritage in Europe presents specific characteristics that distinguish it from other parts of the
world.

Industrialisation, which started in the 19th century and significantly marked the region at the beginning of the
20th century, transformed the way of life in Europe, and even worldwide. In Europe, we built industrial
environments, large centres made up of living spaces and all the corresponding buildings, which completely
changed the environment.

What is happening today to such environments, regions, and buildings? In some regions, they have been
successfully transformed into protected cultural heritage and capital has been invested to give these
environments a new image. We can thus see some good practices of industrial heritage restoration in
Germany, Austria, Belgium, Netherlands and Poland. Such investments were encouraged by the recognition
that by saving the industrial heritage we can preserve the identity of a certain period, a specific way of life,
which at the same time of its emergence imprinted itself on the environment and landscape.

In view of the above, the Parliamentary Assembly should devote particular attention to the emerging,
identifiable industrial heritage which is in need of new content and existence. However, we should not forget
the natural environment and the conformity of industrial buildings with this environment, even though they
have served their purpose, as well as the important role of capital which is becoming increasingly interested in
such investments. Every renovation project should have an answer to the questions: why invest? What makes
the industrial heritage so important that we should place it on the UNESCO World Heritage List?

Signed (see overleaf)
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KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LAVTIZAR-BEBLER Darja, Slovenia, SOC
MUNOZ-ALONSO Alejandro, Spain, EPP/CD
MUTTONEN Christine, Austria, SOC
PRESECNIK Jakob, Slovenia, EPP/CD
SCHADLER Leander, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
SZEKYNE SZTREMI Melinda, Hungary, EPP/CD
TEKELIOGLU Mehmet, Turkey, EPP/CD
VUCKOVIC Natasa, Serbia, SOC

WACH Piotr, Poland, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



