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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The (revised) European Social Charter enshrines the “right to work”, the “right to just conditions of work”, and
the “right to a fair renumeration” as its first Articles. These rights include the right of a worker to earn his/her
living in an occupation freely entered upon and the right of workers to a remuneration “such as will give them
and their families a decent standard of living”.

While globalisation has brought about economic growth — and at times, growth in employment rates — not all
jobs created have been of the sort which secures a decent standard of living for workers and their families
based on their salaries. Some countries have reacted by “topping up” low salaries paid in the private sector,
thus in effect subsidising the profits of private companies which do not pay decent salaries. This cannot be in
anyone’s interest.

Employment is an essential instrument in the fight against poverty, but only when this is decent employment,
respectful of the rights mentioned above. Indeed, renumeration which cannot secure a decent living now also
cannot secure a decent pension later. It is thus important that the rights mentioned above should apply to all
workers without discrimination, to women and men - and to farmers, entrepreneurs, migrant workers and the
self-employed in as far as is possible. This requires a strict respect of the International Labour Office (ILO)
conventions and of the European Social Charter provisions.

The Parliamentary Assembly therefore calls for a specific strategy and concerted action by the Council of
Europe member states to secure decent work for all.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

VERCAMER Stefaan, Belgium, EPP/CD
BONET PEROT Silvia Eloisa, Andorra, SOC
COEME Guy, Belgium, SOC

FRANSSEN Cindy, Belgium, EPP/CD
HOSTALIER Francgoise, France, EPP/CD
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KATRINIS Michail, Greece, SOC

KOG Haluk, Turkey, SOC

KONECNA Katetina, Czech Republic, UEL
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
MAHOUX Philippe, Belgium, SOC
MATTILA Pirkko, Finland, NR

MORIAU Patrick, Belgium, SOC

PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
RUPPRECHT Marlene, Germany, SOC
SANNEN Ludo, Belgium, SOC

SARIKAS Fidias, Cyprus, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
VOLONTE Luca, Italy, EPP/CD

XUCLA Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



