
Recommendation 1200 (1992)1

Future of the Mediterranean forest

Parliamentary Assembly

1. The Assembly recalls its Recommendation 691 (1973) on the situation of the Mediterranean forest and 
its Recommendation 1045 (1986) on combating forest fires in Europe.

2. It continues to believe that the forest is, and will remain, an important source of goods and services 
essential to human life and the survival of mankind, and applauds the initiative taken by Finland and France in 
convening the first ministerial conference for the protection of forests in Europe, in December 1990 in 
Strasbourg, and welcomes the convening of a second conference in Finland in June 1993.

3. It is convinced that the Mediterranean forest performs essential functions in the balance of 
Mediterranean ecosystems, soil conservation, hydrological equilibrium and the preservation of biodiversity in 
the region.

4. With a view to safeguarding this heritage for future generations, and so as to foster the sustainable 
management of these resources, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the 
member governments and the European Community :

4.1. to draw up and implement a forest policy and action plan to regenerate and maintain the 
Mediterranean forest ;

4.2. to improve methods of fire prevention and step up the fight against forest fires ;

4.3. to improve the management of forests, in particular by reinforcing forestry services ;

4.4. to guarantee the existence of reference forest ecosystems such as nature reserves ;

4.5. to encourage the diversified use of forests on a permanent basis (for wood, leisure, hunting, 
gathering, while instructing users on the danger of fire, etc.) in order to keep the forests healthy and at 
the same time foster the development of rural areas and job creation ;

4.6. to embark on a campaign of afforestation and reforestation avoiding the conversion of fire 
damaged areas to other uses ;

4.7. to eliminate the forest's other principal enemies, particularly atmospheric pollution ;

4.8. to step up information, education, training and research on all aspects relevant to Mediterranean 
forest ecosystems and give a specific role to the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean 
Agronomic Studies in this regard ;

4.9. to organise a European forest year so as to make the public, and particularly young people, 
aware of this resource and its importance to global and European ecosystems, and to promote 
international co-operation in this area ;

4.10. to organise regular conferences of European ministers responsible for forests so as to 
implement a coherent, co-ordinated policy for the long-term management of forested areas.

1. See Doc. 6710, report of the Committee on Agriculture, Rapporteur : Mr Lagorce. Text adopted by the Standing 
Committee, acting on behalf of the Assembly, on 5 November 1992.
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