
Resolution 13 (1950)1

Liaison between the Council of Europe and Overseas 
Territories and Countries

Parliamentary Assembly

The Assembly,

Taking into account the Resolution adopted by the Committee on General Affairs at Strasbourg on 21st 
December 1949, under which:

“The Committee on General Affairs unanimously expresses the wish that the President of the Assembly 
should get into touch with the British Government to request it to arrange unofficial conversations 
between representatives of the countries of the British Commonwealth and representatives of the 
Council of Europe with a view to determining the manner in which the Commonwealth may collaborate 
with the Council of Europe in the political and economic spheres.”

Taking into account, likewise, the reply given to this request by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the 
United Kingdom, after the meeting in Colombo of the Members of the Commonwealth, which contained in 
particular the following passage:

“The representatives of the other Governments, of the Commonwealth have stated that in their opinion 
there was nothing incompatible between the policy pursued by the Government of the United Kingdom 
with regard to Western Europe and the maintenance of the traditional links between the United 
Kingdom and the Commonwealth”.

Having already declared that the realisation of European unity must not entail any weakening of the links at 
present existing between certain Members of the Council of Europe and overseas territories or countries, and 
that the active participation of these countries is, on the contrary, particularly necessary as a contribution to 
the progress of European unity;

1. Instructs the Standing Committee, in order to facilitate these consultations, to invite the Parliaments of 
the overseas countries in question which are not already directly or indirectly represented in the Council 
of Europe to send observers to the next Session of the Consultative Assembly;

2. Relies on the Governments of Member States to ensure the representation in the Council of Europe of 
the interests of such other territories or countries as are linked in some way or other with Member 
States of this Council.

1. Adopted 28th August 1950, at the conclusion of the Debate on the second Report of the Committee on General 
Affairs (see Doc. AS (2) 107 and Sitting of 28th August 1950).
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