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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The spread of the internet and new social media throughout the world has considerably transformed social
practices. Political participation by citizens and social activism have also changed significantly (examples are
net-based mobilisation during the Arab spring, political protests in Russia and Belarus, ‘hacktivist’ practices,
Wikileaks, anti-globalist e-mobilisations).

With the high speed dissemination of information via new communication technologies, diffusion of any
knowledge, including data useful for democratic transparency, but also rumours or disinformation, is amplified
in an unprecedented way producing political effects.

Politicians also see changes in their everyday professional practices: the need to react immediately and
electronic means of political campaigning and communication with voters have become major new
phenomena that parliamentarians and governments have to address.

What are the tangible effects of the internet and new social media on democracy? Are they a risk or an
opportunity? How can parliamentarians take up this new challenge or use new resources in a constructive
way in order to enrich democracy?

Recalling its Resolution 1877 (2012) on the protection of freedom of expression and information on the
internet and online media; Resolution 1843 (2011) on the protection of privacy and personal data on the
internet and online media; Resolution 1729 (2010) on the protection of ‘whistle-blowers’; Recommendation
1906 (2010) on rethinking creative rights for the internet age and Recommendation 1670 (2004) on Internet
and the law,

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine the structural effects of the unprecedented spread of the
internet and ICT on democracy.

Signed (see overleaf)
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BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
ANTTILA Sirkka-Liisa, Finland, ALDE

BARBI Mario, Italy, ALDE

BARDINA PAU Josep Anton, Andorra, ALDE
BECK Marieluise, Germany, ALDE

BELLEN Alexander, van der, Austria, SOC
BROEKERS-KNOL Ankie, Netherlands, ALDE
GUTU Ana, Republic of Moldova, ALDE
HANSON Margus, Estonia, ALDE

JAKIC Roman, Slovenia, ALDE

KENNEDY Charles, United Kingdom, ALDE
KOLMAN Igor, Croatia, ALDE

LYDEKA Arminas, Lithuania, ALDE
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MATEU PI Meritxell, Andorra, ALDE
NAGHDALYAN Hermine, Armenia, ALDE
PARERA Eva, Spain, EPP/CD

RUMMO Paul-Eerik, Estonia, ALDE
STAVROSITU Maria, Romania, EPP/CD
SVEINSSON Gunnar Bragi, Iceland, ALDE
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
TUIKSOO Ester, Estonia, ALDE

ZHUROVA Svetlana, Russian Federation, EDG

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



