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Visa policy – protection of public order or discrimination on the 
basis of nationality?

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Ivan POPESCU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In recent years, the visa policy of member States seems to have become more and more severe and 
bureaucratic, creating additional obstacles to the free movement of people which is one of the major 
objectives of the Council of Europe.

Excessive demands for additional supposing documents, obliging people to apply for visas through 
independent service providers who work with embassies, with refusals to grant visas without stating reasons – 
these are all signs of real discrimination on the basis of nationality.

Politicians also very often use visa issues in their populist attempts to receive more electoral support or to 
divert the attention of people from more serious problems.

Visa policy continues to be a big problem in Europe despite the European Agreement on Regulations 
governing the Movement of Persons between member States of the Council of Europe adopted 13 December 
1957 in Paris.

The Parliamentary Assembly has already addressed the issue, in particular in its Recommendation 1373 
(1998), but has never tried to check the existing visa policies of member States for compliance with non-
discrimination rules. It should therefore consider this issue again.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC
BILOZIR Oksana, Ukraine, EPP/CD
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
COUSIN Alain, France, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FLEGO Gvozden Srećko, Croatia, SOC
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
HARUTYUNYAN Davit, Armenia, EDG
JANTUAN Stella, Republic of Moldova, SOC
JÁUREGUI Ramón, Spain, SOC
MARIN Christine, France, EPP/CD
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MOTA AMARAL João Bosco, Portugal, EPP/CD
PALIHOVICI Liliana, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
PETRENCO Grigore, Republic of Moldova, UEL
PLOTNIKOV Oleksiy, Ukraine, SOC
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
ROUQUET René, France, SOC
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SHERSHUN Mykola, Ukraine, ALDE
WACH Piotr, Poland, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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