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A strategy to prevent racism and intolerance in Europe

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Tina ACKETOFT and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

It is often said that no country is immune from the plights of racism and intolerance. However, in recent years, 
it seems that European countries are experiencing an upsurge of these phenomena, with an increasing 
number of episodes of hate speech and physical violence targeting ethnic, religious and sexual minorities, as 
well as foreigners and immigrants.

This trend is not only visible in society but also in political discourse, with political parties promoting racist 
ideas gaining representation in national parliaments. Racism and intolerance find a fertile ground in the 
deteriorating social and economic situation, due to the economic crisis.

The Parliamentary Assembly should express concern over the rise of racism and intolerance in Europe, in all 
its forms, and firmly condemn them, reiterating that diversity is an inherent feature of European societies. The 
Assembly should also propose that the Committee of Ministers set up a Council of Europe strategy to prevent 
all forms of racism and intolerance in Europe, including anti-Semitism, xenophobia and islamophobia. This 
strategy should involve the different dimensions of the Organisation, including amongst others the 
Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities and the youth sector, and propose 
an Action Plan for its implementation.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
ARIEV Volodymyr, Ukraine, NR
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CORREIA Telmo, Portugal, EDG
DERVOZ Ismeta, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, NR
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
JÓNSSON Birkir Jón, Iceland, ALDE
KALMÁR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
SYDOW Björn, von, Sweden, SOC
TOSHEV Latchezar, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
VOLONTÈ Luca, Italy, EPP/CD
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC
ZIMMERMANN Marie-Jo, France, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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