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Equality and the crisis

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Nikolaj VILLUMSEN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The economic crisis which started in the financial sector has in recent years affected all parts of society. There
has been a growing unemployment and especially the youth unemployment has exploded. Particularly in the
South of Europe, the increase of the crisis and unemployment are overwhelming.

Following the crisis, the national budgets have been under pressure and public spending has been cut. The
crisis and the austerity measures imposed could very well have lead to a growing inequality. The
Parliamentary Assembly should investigate if this is the case and find out if there is a relationship between the
crisis and the development in equality.

Taken into mind that equality is one of the fundamental values of this Assembly and that a Committee on
Equality and Non-Discrimination has been set up to focus on this, it is important to investigate the
consequences of the crisis in this field. We need to examine how the crisis has affected equality and the core
values of the Council of Europe in regard to gender, ethnic and religious minorities, equal access as well as in
respect to poverty and distribution of wealth.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
AXELSSON Lennart, Sweden, SOC
BACKMAN Puridur, Iceland, UEL
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC
DRAGASAKIS loannis, Greece, UEL
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, EPP/CD
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HAUGLI Hakon, Norway, SOC

HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL

JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KALASHNIKQV Leonid, Russian Federation, UEL
KARAPETYAN Naira, Armenia, EPP/CD
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

KURKCU Ertugrul, Turkey, UEL
LOUKAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PAPADIMOULIS Dimitrios, Greece, UEL
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
TATSOPOULOS Petros, Greece, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



