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Equality and inclusion for people with disabilities

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Carmen QUINTANILLA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

People with disabilities, representing 10 to 15% of the population in Europe, are confronted with a wealth of 
challenges in their daily life as well as multiple forms of discrimination, which affect their access to basic rights 
and services.

Amongst the main barriers are the lack of appropriate infrastructure, shortcomings in the existing anti-
discrimination framework and its implementation, and lack of positive actions aimed at creating the conditions 
for their full equality and inclusion. Furthermore, studies indicate that the economic crisis is having a negative 
impact on people with disabilities: on the one hand, they are affected by horizontal budgetary cuts; on the 
other, they are stigmatised as beneficiary of public benefits.

Even if, over the past few years, a number of states have developed specific policies, the situation of people 
with disabilities is not widely considered as a priority by the governments of Council of Europe member 
States. In addition, it tends to be approached from the angle of health and social security rather than the angle 
of the respect for equality and inclusion.

The Parliamentary Assembly should:

- take stock of the situation with a view to formulating recommendations to Council of Europe member States 
on how to promote equality and inclusion for people with disabilities;

- encourage parliamentarians to take an active role at national level with a view to implementing the "Council 
of Europe Action Plan to promote the rights and full participation of people with disabilities in society: 
improving the quality of life of people with disabilities in Europe 2006-2015";

- make recommendations to the Committee of Ministers on how to pursue Council of Europe work in this area 
after 2015.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BOURZAI Bernadette, France, SOC
ERKAL KARA Tülin, Turkey, EPP/CD
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GUZOWSKA Iwona, Poland, EPP/CD
HAUGLI Håkon, Norway, SOC
KALMÁR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
LOKLINDT Lone, Denmark, ALDE
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
OSBORNE Sandra, United Kingdom, SOC
PALACIOS José Ignacio, Spain, EPP/CD
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia, EPP/CD
RIORDAN Linda, United Kingdom, SOC
SAÏDI Fatiha, Belgium, SOC
SCHEMBRI Deborah, Malta, SOC
TRETTEBERGSTUEN Anette, Norway, SOC
TUIKSOO Ester, Estonia, ALDE
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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