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Judicial Corruption: urgent need to implement the Assembly’s 
proposals

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Kimmo SASI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Corruption poses serious threats to the rule of law in many Council of Europe member States, as noted in the 
Parliamentary Assembly’s recent Resolution 1943 (2013). Corruption in the judiciary undermines the trust in 
the judicial system, denies access to justice, infringes the right to a fair trial and favours impunity. According to 
Transparency International’s 2013 Global Corruption Barometer, the judiciary is perceived as the most 
bribery-prone institution in several member States (Albania, Bulgaria, Lithuania, the Republic of Moldova, the 
Russian Federation, Serbia and Ukraine).

The invaluable work of the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), whose 4th Evaluation Round 
focuses, inter alia, on the prevention of corruption with regard to judges and prosecutors, shows that some 
States should make more effort in this respect, in particular by adopting, implementing and disseminating 
ethical rules for judges and prosecutors. In its Resolution 1703 (2010) on judicial corruption, the Assembly 
had already stressed the need to ensure the highest levels of professionalism and integrity. Despite the 
request in its Recommendation 1896 (2010), no guidelines on codes of conduct and ethics for judges have 
been adopted by the Committee of Ministers. Moreover, some member States are still not bound by key anti-
corruption conventions.

As fighting corruption is one of the priorities of the Council of Europe for 2014-2015, as stressed by its 
Secretary General in January 2013, the Assembly should examine follow-up given by member States to its 
Resolution 1703 (2010). It should, in particular, investigate into the most flagrant cases of judicial corruption, 
reminding States of the need to ensure independence and efficiency of their judiciary and restore trust in it.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SASI Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
BESELIA Eka, Georgia, SOC
CHIUARIU Tudor-Alexandru, Romania, ALDE
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CLAPPISON James, United Kingdom, EDG
CONDE Agustín, Spain, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FALZON Michael, Malta, SOC
FISCHER Axel E., Germany, EPP/CD
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, NR
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
KIRILOV Danail, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
NEILL Robert, United Kingdom, EDG
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, NR
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
POURBAIX-LUNDIN Marietta, de, Sweden, EPP/CD
TARLO Evgeny, Russian Federation, EDG
TOMLINSON John E., United Kingdom, SOC
VRIES Klaas, de, Netherlands, SOC
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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