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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Council of Europe is committed to the observance of the right to just conditions of work, as set out in
article 2 of the Revised European Social Charter and in article 1 of the Protocol no. 12 to the European
Convention on Human Rights that provides for “the enjoyment of any right set forth by law without
discrimination on any ground”.

The Parliamentary Assembly has expressed concern as regards the discrimination that female workers from
Eastern Europe working as household help are facing in some Western European countries.

Unfortunately sometimes there is no clear domestic legal framework to regulate their employment conditions.
In those cases, their rights and the European laws on human rights are virtually trampled underfoot. The
situation of those women is desperate since they do not manage to have a normal life like any other woman
employee. Often, they work seven days a week without clear time off.

In this respect, the Assembly finds that the above situation represents a breach of art. 2 para 1 and 5 of the
Revised European Social Charter that guarantees “reasonably daily and weekly working hours, as well as a
weekly rest period which shall correspond as far as possible with the day of week recognized as a rest day by
tradition or custom or to provide for another day of rest during a week.”

Bearing in mind that every citizen shall be entitled to full and effective equality, as a core value of the Council
of Europe, the Assembly resolves to investigate on how these rights are implemented and to urge the national
parliaments of Council of Europe member States to change their relevant legislation with a view to ensuring
the respect of the right to just conditions of work for this vulnerable group of workers.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int



Doc. 13400 Motion for a resolution
Signed’:

BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BIEDRON Robert, Poland, SOC

BILGEHAN Gilsiin, Turkey, SOC
BIRCHALL Ana, Romania, SOC

BONET PEROT Silvia Eloisa, Andorra, SOC
CHIUARIU Tudor-Alexandru, Romania, ALDE
DRAGHICI Damian, Romania, SOC
FLOREA Daniel, Romania, SOC
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, NR

KALMAR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
NEACSU Marian, Romania, SOC
NICOLESCU Theodor-Catalin, Romania, ALDE
OSBORNE Sandra, United Kingdom, SOC
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
RICHTROVA Eva, Czech Republic, SOC
SPADONI Maria Edera, Italy, NR

STROE lonut-Marian, Romania, ALDE
TUDOSE Mihai, Romania, SOC

TUIKSOO Ester, Estonia, ALDE

TURKES Ahmet Kutalmis, Turkey, ALDE
VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL
ZAPPONE Katherine, Ireland, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe

EDG: European Democrat Group

EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group

UEL: Group of the Unified European Left

NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



