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Recognising and preventing neo-racism

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Milena SANTERINI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In Europe, a new form of racism is increasingly widespread, especially among young people. Neo-racism is 
fuelled by hostility towards immigrants who become scapegoats and are held responsible for current 
difficulties and the economic crisis. It gathers several kinds of prejudice and manifestations of intolerance: 
anti-semitism, islamophobia and anti-gypsyism. Traditional racism is based on biological or genetic heritage of 
the “race” and promotes openly discriminatory behaviours, while neo-racism takes a more hidden form, stating 
that cultural differences are incompatible and prevent a harmonious living together.

The neo-racist discourse presents values that can seem acceptable, but it is accompanied by intolerant 
actions and speeches towards minorities, people belonging to the Jewish or Muslim faith and Roma. This kind 
of racism, which is normalised, ambiguous and diffuse leads to an open, insidious and dangerous racism. This 
phenomenon is characterised by the progress of populistic and xenophobic political parties in Europe, which 
disseminate hate speech or commit or call for violent acts.

The Parliamentary Assembly, engaged for many years in combating racism and intolerance, should pay 
special attention to neo-racism and propose concrete measures so as to combat efficiently this new form of 
discrimination.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SANTERINI Milena, Italy, NR
AIELLO Ferdinando, Italy, SOC
BIEDROŃ Robert, Poland, SOC
BLANCO Delia, Spain, SOC
BONET PEROT Sílvia Eloïsa, Andorra, SOC
BOURZAI Bernadette, France, SOC
DAVIES David, United Kingdom, EDG
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, SOC
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HETTO-GAASCH Françoise, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
KAŹMIERCZAK Jan, Poland, EPP/CD
KOLMAN Igor, Croatia, ALDE
MAGRADZE Guguli, Georgia, SOC
MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
PALACIOS José Ignacio, Spain, EPP/CD
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
SCHEMBRI Deborah, Malta, SOC
ZAPPONE Katherine, Ireland, UEL
ZECH Tobias, Germany, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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