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Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr José MENDES BOTA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In its Resolution 1921 (2013) on "Gender equality, reconciliation of private and working life and co-
responsibility”, the Parliamentary Assembly called on the public authorities of Council of Europe member
States to respect the right of fathers to enjoy shared responsibility by ensuring that family law foresees, in
case of separation or divorce, the possibility of joint custody of children, in their best interest, based on mutual
agreement, while pointing out that it should never be imposed.

European legislations are moving towards greater balance between the father and mother in the exercise of
parental responsibility. However, in practice, the exercise of parental responsibility is most commonly granted
to the mother, to the detriment of the father’s rights, particularly in cases of divorce and separation and
especially when children are born out of wedlock or to couples of different nationalities.

Recognising that fathers have rights and responsibilities in respect of their children, in the same way as
mothers, is both a major challenge and a necessary step in order to progress towards a fully egalitarian
society.

The Assembly should examine in-depth the situation in Council of Europe member countries and propose
measures to promote equality between men and women in the exercise of shared parental responsibility,
including in cases of separation and divorce.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
BIEDRON Robert, Poland, SOC

BONET PEROT Silvia Eloisa, Andorra, SOC
CILEVICS Boriss, Latvia, SOC

DAVIES David, United Kingdom, EDG
DERVOZ Ismeta, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, SOC
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC

HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE

JONICA Snezana, Montenegro, SOC
KALMAR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
KAZMIERCZAK Jan, Poland, EPP/CD
POLCAK Stanislav, Czech Republic, EPP/CD
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
RICHTROVA Eva, Czech Republic, SOC
SAIDI Fatiha, Belgium, SOC

SYDOW Bjérn, von, Sweden, SOC
TRIANTAFYLLOS Konstantinos, Greece, SOC
VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



