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Violence against migrants

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Eric VORUZ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Migrants are much more exposed to violence than other members of the general population. This may due to 
a range of reasons, starting from crimes such as trafficking and exploitation of human beings, through to 
racism, discrimination and intolerance. It can be violence of a physical, moral or psychological nature. It is a 
phenomenon which affects all of Europe albeit on different scales.

Politicians and mass media have a major responsibility in combating this dangerous tendency, and they need 
to ensure that they do not provoke it further through racist and xenophobic messages. The introduction of 
increasingly restrictive policies towards migrants, and harsher measures against irregular migrants risks 
aggravating the vulnerability of migrants.

The governments of the Council of Europe countries should take all possible legislative and institutional 
measures to combat violence, discrimination and hate speech against migrants. Special policies should be 
adopted to prevent victimisation of migrants and to provide assistance to the victims. The main emphasis 
should be put on social inclusion programmes as an effective solution to fight stigmatisation, racism and 
xenophobia.

Taking into account the alarming scale of this problem in Europe, the Council of Europe and the Parliamentary 
Assembly should support further initiatives, such as an all-European campaign to combat violence against 
migrants.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

VORUZ Eric, Switzerland, SOC
BOJANIĆ Mladen, Montenegro, SOC
BOKUCHAVA Tinatin, Georgia, EPP/CD
BOUTIN-SWEET Marjolaine, Canada
BRAGA António, Portugal, SOC
CHISU Corneliu, Canada
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DI STEFANO Manlio, Italy, NR
DOUROU Eirini, Greece, UEL
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
JÓNASSON Ögmundur, Iceland, UEL
MULIĆ Melita, Croatia, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
OBERWEIS Marcel, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
PINTADO Ángel, Spain, EPP/CD
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
RIVARD Michel, Canada
RZAYEV Rovshan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
SHEVCHENKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, NR
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EDG
VERDUCCI Francesco, Italy, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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