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Organised crime and migrants

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Irakli CHIKOVANI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Migrants’ smuggling and trafficking for the purpose of exploitation are growing phenomena in Europe, 
although their scale is uneasy to define. Smuggling and exploitation in destination countries are distinct 
phases yet often interconnected. Recent investigations show that organised crime is responsible for linking 
and managing these two phases.

In the past, it was mostly small criminal groups which handled the smuggling networks. According to the 
findings of Europol, the smugglers often used to be of the same nationality as their victims, although their 
tendency to collaborate with criminal groups of other nationalities has long been observed. Recently, 
organised crime deals with new considerations such as the management of migrants’ smuggling to Europe. 
Investigations have ascertained that the mafia has been steadily communicating with North African clans to 
manage the highly profitable migrant smuggling business.

Organised crime also plays a key role in the exploitation of migrants whom arrived by sea. Regular reports of 
landings in consistent identified places suggest that organisations exist and are active on the territory, by 
providing assistance and logistical support. The exploitation of underground market labour has always been a 
cornerstone of economic mafia systems.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine the involvement of organised crime in migrants’ smuggling and 
exploitation and the means to fight against this phenomenon. Moreover, it should see how to strengthen 
namely co-operation between judicial and police services and information exchange among member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

CHIKOVANI Irakli, Georgia, ALDE
BERKIA Abdelkebir, Morocco
BRAGA António, Portugal, SOC
CHOPE Christopher, United Kingdom, EDG
DUMERY Daphné, Belgium, NR
JÓNASSON Ögmundur, Iceland, UEL
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
MARIANI Thierry, France, EPP/CD
MULIĆ Melita, Croatia, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
OBERWEIS Marcel, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
PINTADO Ángel, Spain, EPP/CD
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
ROUQUET René, France, SOC
RZAYEV Rovshan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
SELVİ Ömer, Turkey, EDG
SHERIDAN Jim, United Kingdom, SOC
TER-AVANESOV Alexander, Russian Federation, EDG
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EDG
VERDUCCI Francesco, Italy, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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