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The need to prevent and combat separatist practices

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Ana GUŢU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Recent developments in Ukraine - the annexation of Crimea by Russia - inevitably raise the separatism issue 
in all its aspects. Separatism is an attack on the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a country, recognised 
with its borders as a United Nations member State. Nations’ right to self-determination cannot be confused 
with the provocations of certain ethnic minority communities, provocations which attack the territorial integrity 
of a country by speculatively asserting a violation of these groups’ rights.

Separatism has become a common phenomenon, especially in the ex-Soviet territories. Frozen conflicts, 
originating from separatist tendencies and wars, have led to the creation of separatist territories not 
recognised by the international community: Transnistria in the Republic of Moldova, South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia in Georgia, Nagorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan, and recently Crimea in Ukraine. As a result of the 
armed conflict in Ukraine the security and territorial integrity of a number of ex-Soviet States are in danger.

In these circumstances one can but conclude that certain national laws contain gaps with regard to preventing 
and combating separatism. This situation has to be remedied. The Parliamentary Assembly should 
recommend the amendment of prosecution laws, so as to prohibit organisations and political parties that 
promote separatism and penalise persons who incite the public to separatist actions that attack the territorial 
integrity of a country.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   



Signed1:

GUŢU Ana, Republic of Moldova, ALDE
ARIEV Volodymyr, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BAKRADZE David, Georgia, EPP/CD
ČIGĀNE Lolita, Latvia, EPP/CD
COZMANCIUC Corneliu Mugurel, Romania, ALDE
FENECHIU Cătălin Daniel, Romania, ALDE
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
GARÐARSSON Karl, Iceland, ALDE
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GORGHIU Alina Ştefania, Romania, ALDE
GUTIÉRREZ Antonio, Spain, SOC
JANTUAN Stella, Republic of Moldova, SOC
KOLMAN Igor, Croatia, ALDE
LĪBIŅA-EGNERE Inese, Latvia, EPP/CD
MATEU PI Meritxell, Andorra, ALDE
MUSTAFA Fazil, Azerbaijan, ALDE
OSCARSSON Mikael, Sweden, EPP/CD
PALIHOVICI Liliana, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
PASQUIER Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
SEYIDOV Samad, Azerbaijan, EDG
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
STROE Ionuţ-Marian, Romania, ALDE
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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