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Resorting to abortion continues to be very significant in Europe- it targets a third of all pregnancies; there are
4.5 million voluntary abortions a year against 8.5 million births. Generally, in Central and Eastern Europe, the
rate of abortion is reducing, although it is still very high in Western Europe. The rate is reducing in certain
countries such as Denmark, Switzerland and Italy whereas it is rising in others such as Belgium, Spain and
the United Kingdom, particularly among the youth.

75% of women who have had an abortion state that they were constrained by a social or economic necessity.
This challenges the effectiveness of the prevention of abortion and presents a challenge to the European
society in terms of respect of the women and family social rights, particularly the “special protection [that]
should be accorded to mothers for a reasonable period before and after childbirth”’ (International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, art 10.2).

During the Conference on population and development held in Cairo, governments were committed to “taking
appropriate steps to help women avoid abortion, which in no case should be promoted as a method of family
planning” (7.24) and to “reduce the recourse to abortion”(8.25). The Parliamentary Assembly has often
reaffirmed this commitment, particularly with regards to fighting against Prenatal sex selection (Resolution
1829 (2011).

It is therefore necessary and possible, by identifying and sharing good practices, to improve the prevention of
abortion addressing its socio-economic causes.

By relying on the experience of countries that have succeeded in significantly reducing the rate of abortion,
good practices that prevent abortion prior to pregnancy and once pregnancy is ongoing should be identified
and the Committee of Ministers should be recommended to adopt them.
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GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD

CIOCH Henryk, Poland, NR

CONDE Agustin, Spain, EPP/CD
CSENGER-ZALAN Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
GIRZYNSKI Zbigniew, Poland, NR
HOVHANNISYAN Arpine, Armenia, EPP/CD
KARAPETYAN Naira, Armenia, EPP/CD
MORENO PALANQUES Rubén, Spain, EPP/CD
NEMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD

NIKOLOSKI Aleksandar, "The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia", EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD

OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
OSCARSSON Mikael, Sweden, EPP/CD
POPESCU lIvan, Ukraine, SOC

PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
TUZSON Bence, Hungary, EPP/CD

VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



