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Effective representation and participation in the Parliamentary 
Assembly of opposition parliamentarians in the member States

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Tiny KOX and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

By adopting Resolution 1798 (2011), the Parliamentary Assembly clarified the notion of fair representation of 
the political parties or groups of national parliaments in their delegations to the Assembly and set out 
principles to this end. However, these principles serve merely to assess whether political parties or groups are 
fairly represented in the national delegations, as stipulated in the Rules of Procedure.

Yet, the Rules of Procedure do not extend this guarantee of fair representation of the parties to the 
membership of Assembly committees. As a result, delegation members from the opposition may be excluded 
from some of the Assembly’s key committees, either because they are alternates on the committee or 
because the delegation is represented on it solely by members of the majority.

Furthermore, representation in theory is not the same as effective participation. In an ever increasing number 
of delegations, members of opposition parties are subject to discriminatory measures, whereby they are 
relegated to the rank of alternates in the Assembly or substitutes on committees and are not authorised or no 
longer in a position to take part actively in Assembly part-sessions or committee meetings, in accordance with 
the internal rules or practice of their national parliaments.

There is therefore a need to look carefully into the practice of national parliaments concerning the effective 
participation in the work of the Assembly of delegation members from the opposition and, where necessary, to 
amend the Assembly’s Rules of Procedure to set up the requisite safeguards.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
BOKUCHAVA Tinatin, Georgia, EPP/CD
DERVOZ Ismeta, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FLEGO Gvozden Srećko, Croatia, SOC
GALATI Giuseppe, Italy, EPP/CD
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
MULIĆ Melita, Croatia, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SHERIDAN Jim, United Kingdom, SOC
SHEVCHENKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, NR
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC
ZOURABIAN Levon, Armenia, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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