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Guaranteeing equal rights and protecting women against 
violence in the armed forces

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Maryvonne BLONDIN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Women in the armed forces have to live and work in an environment that was designed by and for men and 
are confronted with many forms of discrimination and violence. The highest positions in the army are most 
frequently held by men. In some European countries, women are excluded from certain jobs such as combat-
related employment. Women in the armed forces are also subject to prejudice, stereotyping and 
discrimination. The fact that they might “distract” their male colleagues is sometimes put forward as a reason 
for excluding them from certain jobs. Moreover, armed forces accommodation is not always designed to be 
shared by both sexes.

Sexual harassment and assaults on women are widespread problems in the armed forces. An American study 
has shown that female soldiers are three times more likely to be raped than other women. Some States have 
put internal procedures in place to report and punish these acts of violence. However, it is frequently observed 
that women have little confidence in these mechanisms and prefer not to speak out and, in some cases, even 
prefer to leave the army.

As a follow-up to Recommendation 1742 (2006) on the human rights of members of the armed forces, the 
Parliamentary Assembly should consider the specific issue of the status of women in the armed forces, 
irrespective of whether they are military or civilian staff, so as to take stock of the situation and, on this basis, 
identify good practices and make recommendations to the member States of the Council of Europe.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD
ERKAL KARA Tülin, Turkey, EC
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, SOC
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HANŽEK Matjaž, Slovenia, UEL
HETTO-GAASCH Françoise, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
HOFFMANN Rózsa, Hungary, EPP/CD
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
MAIJ Marit, Netherlands, SOC
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
RAWERT Mechthild, Germany, SOC
SANTERINI Milena, Italy, NR
SPADONI Maria Edera, Italy, NR
VALEN Snorre Serigstad, Norway, UEL
VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL

1. EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group

Doc. 13697 Motion for a resolution

2


