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Human rights education in schools

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Petra De SUTTER and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Human rights are a fundamental building block of democratic countries. They are universally agreed upon 
standards that should be used to educate, adjudicate and govern our lives.

Human rights are applicable to everyone. Their meaning goes far beyond the rigidity of legal interpretation 
and extends to the interpersonal relationships of every one of us in our everyday lives.

Human rights lay a foundation of rules for living together in groups. Together with moral, ethical conduct and 
respect they form the fabric of human relations against which personal and group conduct can be measured.

Terrorism, particularly in the light of the recent atrocities in France, is a threat to democratic values. The 
greatest threat comes from citizens who, for whatever reason, have become so alienated with their own 
country that they choose to act violently against it. Whilst there may be many reasons for this, a basic failure 
can be seen in the educational system. If that educational system were to fully educate a child in democratic 
(and hence human rights) values as it is growing up, it is far more likely that it would empower and encourage 
our children to question and seek to improve the human rights environment in their countries.

Is it not surprising that hardly any Council of Europe member States have mandatory human rights education 
starting from an early age? There are human rights materials available for youth of many ages so would it not 
be wiser to educate all youngsters growing up in human rights principles and the application of these?

Consequently, the Assembly should examine the current provision of human rights education in the 
curriculums in member States and consider ways and means of encouraging or even making mandatory the 
implementation of a human rights component in the curriculums, based on relevant international instruments, 
such as the United Nations Universal Declaration and the Council of Europe’s European Convention on 
Human Rights (ETS No. 5).

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
CLAPPISON James, United Kingdom, EC
ÇONKAR Ahmet Berat, Turkey, EC
CONNARTY Michael, United Kingdom, SOC
COSTA NEVES Carlos, Portugal, EPP/CD
CRAUSBY David, United Kingdom, SOC
DAVIES David, United Kingdom, EC
DENEMEÇ Reha, Turkey, EC
DUNDEE Alexander, [The Earl of], United Kingdom, EC
ECCLES Diana, United Kingdom, EC
FLEGO Gvozden Srećko, Croatia, SOC
FRANKEN Hans, Netherlands, EPP/CD
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
GODSKESEN Ingebjørg, Norway, EC
MAGRADZE Guguli, Georgia, SOC
NEILL Robert, United Kingdom, EC
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SCHNEIDER-SCHNEITER Elisabeth, Switzerland, EPP/CD
WACH Piotr, Poland, EPP/CD
WYDRZYŃSKI Maciej, Poland, NR

1. EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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