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Last year’s violent conflict in Ukraine together with social uprisings in the Balkan Peninsula - paired with an
increase in nationalist rhetoric across Europe - remind us of the everlasting danger of nationalism and war in
Europe.

However, the history of Central Europe has shown that there is one very effective means that can successfully
prevent this kind of danger: the cultural exchange of young people across borders.

Unfortunately, although young people would like to actively contribute to all kinds of exchange, yet not all
countries offer them opportunities for exchanging ideas, thoughts and building sustainable relationships.

Therefore the Parliamentary Assembly asks and encourages the Committee of Ministers and the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe to further investigate the possibilities of the European Youth Foundation to
support efforts of cross border co-operation — particularly among Balkan countries - and come forward with
recommendations on how to strengthen existing local approaches, keeping in mind the important link that
young people secure between neighbouring countries and against the evil of nationalism.

Signed (see overleaf)
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



